Josef Vejvoda, well known conductor of Vejvoda´s brass band and Salon orchestra, jazz percussionist and band leader of Vejvoda´s trio, added to his orchestral works the Suite for a chamber orchestra „Three little loves“.  He performed the percussion part together with two other soloists of Vejvoda´s  Trio, Kryštof Marek - piano and Ondřej Svárovský - contrabass. The world premiere of this work was played to the full concert hall of the House of Music (Dům hudby) in Pardubice under conducter Leoš Svárovský. Three subsequent performances on 17., 18. and 19. September 2007 opened the 39. concert season in Pardubice.


Vejvoda turned again to inspiration for this new composition to his family, as he did in his „Brazilian Pearl Jubilee“ (dedicated to his wife Květuška) premiered at the Rudolfinum concert hall in Prague 3 (?) years ago. This time, he confessed to his love for  his three grandchildren. They, in turn, appeared on stage after the first performance of this work to thank and congratulate their grandfather. The audience loved this unusual and refreshing experience.


In his suite of three movements, Vejvoda captured his relationship with his grandchildren in context of his filosophy of life that allows him to see simple yet precious events in their depth. His ability to see around himself positive aspects of everything  leads him to composing music that  mirrors his loving and open heart. The first movement „Frolicking Children“ filled with childish playfulness  is folowed by „Tiptoe Around my Heart“ ; it reflects not only his love for his grandchildren, but also for the heritage of the music of his predecessors - classics like Ravel,  Prokofiev and other masters of early 20.th century. The colour, rhythm and subtle tone transparency are all transformed into our era giving them a timeless charm. The third movement „Just Kidding“ returns to playful and witty ideas written in combination of jazz and classical idioms of the first movement. 


The audience was clearly enchanted by this new composition. The long  applause as well as the comments that people exchanged among themselves and tried to convey to the composer  whenever possilbe, summarized joy, good cheer and happiness that the composition evoked. Vejvoda reciprocated by performing together with the two soloists his favourite encore, „Greetings to You“.


Rich inventivneness, skillful combination of jazz and classical music, close friendships with other performing musicians as well as appreciation of his own loving and happy family are the secrets behind the sunny nature of Vejvoda´s compositions. Vejvoda is able to tranform his optimistic, yet profound perception of the world around himself into the tonal messsage that conveys his feelings to the listener stronger than any words. His music can be experienced as a fountain of clear energy that refreshes, brings subtle joy and lifts the spirit. In our contemporary life full of stress and tension it reminds us of the simple yet most precious things we can ever have and that we often fail to notice.
 Jana Outratova

