Josef Suk - violin (*1929)

a legendary Czech violin and viola player, a chamber player
and conductor. He comes from a famous musicians” family;
he is grandson of the composer Josef Suk and great-grandson
of Antonin Dvorak.

He attracted attention with his Prague concert in 1954. That
is when his steep international career began, followed by his
increasing popularity in his home country and, shortly after,
worldwide. Soon, he started to be called a successor of the best
traditions of the Czech violin school. In addition to his career
of a glamorous soloist — highly appreciated for the songfulness

and gracefulness of his tones, for his technical qualities and an indefatigable devotion
to the works played, he has also proven an extraordinary talent for chamber play. He
played the first violin in the Prague Quartet and established the famous Suk Trio, which
later became one of the main representatives of Czech interpretative art.

From the beginning of the 1960s, he was a soloist in the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra
and won a number of official awards. He recorded for well-established record label companies
(Ariola, Columbia, Decca, EMI, Supraphon, etc.) and gained a lot of prestigious prizes
such as the Grand Prix du Disque; Wiener Flétenuhr; Edison Prize in the Netherlands,
and so on. In 1980 he became a violin play professor at the Hochschule fiir Musik in Vienna,
and he is still invited to chair juries during international competitions.

Josef Suk has been awarded Antonin Dvofak World Prize (awarded by Masaryk”s
Academy of Arts); an honorary doctorate — Dr. H. C. — at the Academy of Performing Arts;
and France’s highest medal, the Legion d” Honneur.

Until 2000 Josef Suk was the artistic director, a soloist and a conductor of Suk Chamber
Orchestra, an orchestra that bears the name of his grandfather, the Czech composer
Josef Suk.

Sukuiv komorni orchestr (SKO)

byl zaloZen v roce 1974 a nese jméno skladatele Josefa Suka (1874 — 1935). Do roku
2000 byl uméleckym vedoucim skladatelliv vnuk, vynikajici ¢esky houslista Josef Suk.

V soucasné dobé je koncertnim mistrem, uméleckym vedoucim a ¢astym sélistou
orchestru houslista Martin Kos. Sukliv komorni orchestr hraje prfevazné bez dirigenta
a do jeho bohatého repertoaru jsou zahrnuta vSechna stylova obdobi od baroka po tvorbu
soudobou. Od svého zalozeni absolvoval nékolik stovek koncertli, uskuteénil bohatou
fadu koncertnich turné témér po vSech zemich Evropy, USA, Jizni Korei a na Filipinach.
Pravidelné koncertuje v zemich Latinské Ameriky (Chile, Brazilie, Ekvador, Peru),
v Japonsku a Ciné.

Koncerty Sukova komorniho orchestru jsou zafazovany do abonentnich cykld a programa
vyznamnych festivalti v Ceské republice, Evropé i zamofi. Od roku 1996 pofada orchestr
mezinarodni festival komorni hudby ,Hudebni klenoty z Prahy Evropou do svéta“, jehoz
jubilejni 10. roénik se uskuteénil v ¢ervnu 2006. Od r. 2008 obnovuje SKO vlastni abonentni
koncertni fadu.

Orchestr doposud nahral a vydal vice nez 30 CD se skladbami Sirokého spektra hudebnich
stylG. Nejnovéjsi nahravkou je CD Tri malé lasky, spoleény projekt Sukova komorniho
orchestru a jazzového Tria Josefa Vejvody.

V roce 2002 byla Sukovu komornimu orchestru udélena prestizni ,Svétova cena
Antonina Dvoraka“ za Sifeni ve svété povéstné tradice ¢eského interpretacniho uméni,
za nahravky zvukovych nosiétl a dlouholetou reprezentaci Ceské republiky v zahraniéi.



